POLITICAL    AND    MILITARY    SITUATION

I wanted to meet General Menendez, Head of the Levante
Army, and Col. Ruiz-Fornell, Head of the General Staff
of the Extremadura Army. I told them of my intention
to rebel against the Government. General Matallana and
the other two Commanders offered me their unconditional
support and warned me that the Communist commanders
of certain units of their armies made it possible that these
units would try to suppress an anti-governmental move-
ment. It was not possible for me to have an interview with
Col. Moriones, Commander of the Andalucia Army,
although I thought it very necessary, in the first place
because the Communist Party had very little following in
that Army, and in the second place because Col. Moriones
had sent a confidential letter to the Chief of Aggroupment
eight days ago, warning him that I was thinking of rising
against Negrin's Government.
At dawn on March 3rd I arrived in Madrid.
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